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At ou | am not a native of
/\Westtrville, | have seen many changes
in the 20 years | have lived here, Sidewdks
have been added to streets and farmer’s
fields have become subdivisions, office
complexes and parking lots. Businessesin
Uptown come and go so quickly that thev
barely have time to change the signs.
But the comer of State and Plum
has remained the same, | haveoften

capitivated by its strong yet smple interior.
| was immediately aware of the many
artistic details. The dragon and Japanese
symbols hang| ng near the ceiling and the
Japanese sandals near the door made it feel
as if its origind occupants were dtill present
somewhere. Yet the rows of neatly lined
benches and the stack of origina brochures
describi r]P the site made me fed as if
school children were still there somewhere
viewing other buildings. The shrine's
basement, about which | had heard so
much, was atime capsule that took
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walls?’ eard it was a Japanese - eplicas of Japanese shop windows
center or museum, but | had never == il dlg)l ayed the wares of 40 years
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disrepair while | till wondered, &= | emerged from the fime capsule
Who lives behind those walls? = and walked across the garden to the
Mot b s B e
after, the News & Public Opinion === breathtaking tile work that spread
published an article that told me what = from one bathroom past the 1950s
was on the other side of the walls. | kitchen to another bathroom in the
was surprised to mad the interesting ===  back of the house. The woodwork,
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an authentic shrine actually brought &=  stepped into another country and
from Japan standing on that property &=  time. The entire house was so unique
and that many school childrenfromi =  and it was siill in excellent condition!
al over the state had visited it. — As | finished my tour, | was
Later in the fal | had an &&=  saddemned| knowing that these
opqgrtunlty to vist. &= buildings might not grace the comer
he garden dgflnltely has r]:gloll en = hmalﬁ:rg)longfr. In jUS% e%nte mo(gtfr]lour, It
imto asréparr; but yef, it had a = een transported to a differen
Wonderfﬁﬁg arJtistic qﬁality about it. umel and cuItLSJFr)e, atruly excitin
It was a small, yet spacious garden experience because | have never visit

overgrown with” bamboo and other
interesting plants and trees. A moon bridge
led over asmall, half empty| pond to the
hand-built shrine beyond and | felt asiif |
Qad kWal ked directly into a Japanese picture

00K.

~As| crossed the bri%%e, it gave way a
little under my feet, making me aware of
the many repairs the property needed.
Ascending the stairs to the shrine, | saw
yellow caution tape pointing out more
needed repairs, but as | entered, | quickly
forgot about the problems of the structure,

Asa | had so many questions.

Since my visit to the property, I've had
the opp(_)rtunllctjy to join a group of
enthusiastic residents who want to save the

anese Tea House and Shrine. | certainly]
hope. that we will be successful in savin
this treasure, because | feel that we shoul
we should continue George and Opal
Henderson's legacy for a whole new
generation of visitors.
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